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But if they did not seize the road
And in this manner discommode
Us, if the city fell to us,
Still was the plan most perilous
Unless the city were straightway
Peopled with folk who there would stay.                           7,710
Since every pilgrim, dolt or sage.
Having performed his pilgrimage
Would promptly to his land return,
Back to the home where he was born;
And, with the scattering of the host,
The land would once again be lost.32
TWO SERGEANTS ARE AVENGED
The new year came, and on the third                          Jan. 3,1192
Morning a destined thing occurred:33
The Saracens, base folk and brown,
Near Casal des Plains had come down                                   7,720
Among the dunes and camped among
Them 5 there they spied the whole night long.
They came forth with the morning light
Upon our road, and these caught sight
Of sergeants twain who passed that way.
[These they attacked and smote till they]
Were cut to pieces. But God's will
Would not leave unavenged this illj
For knowing of this ambuscade
And of the camp the Turks had made,                                  7^730
The king of England had repaired
To Casal des Plains, well prepared.
Geoffrey de Lusignan was there
As well. The third of the New Year
It was. Each one his war horse drives,
32 The Itlnerarmm (p. 306) says that this advice was not heeded.
33 The Itmerarlum (p. 306) gives an elaborate date: 1192, a leap year, with the
Dominical Letter D, the third day after Circumcision.